
Kate FriendBOTANICAL PORTRAITS



Sweet Pea

Series available in two sizes. Images in this series are shot  
entirely on 6x7 medium format film. All works are archival 
giclée prints, produced in signed limited editions of 20. 
All sizes refer to unframed works. Framed works are fixed 
mounted, musuem-grade framing hand finished in Tasmanian 
Oak in either natural, charcoal, black or white.

Photographer Kate Friend spent the Spring and Summer of 2017 touring a selection of 
England’s greatest gardens, gathering plant subjects for photographic study. The result  
is this series of Botanical Portraits.

In each photograph, a stem is isolated from its growing environment and photographed 
in a studio setting, inviting the viewer to focus on form and colour. With a nod both to the 
Japanese rikka (standing flowers) tradition and to Gertrude Jekyll’s still life photography 
of the 19th century, the aesthetics focus as much on what is left out as on the little that is 
allowed in. Vases and vessels are of central importance to the final result.

The eclectic nature of Kate Friend’s final selection of plants reflects England’s multicultural 
botanical heritage. 
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